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Professional Open Youth Work in Europe

Declaration on working against anti-democratic trend
amongst youth in Europe

POYWE is witnessing an anti-democratic trend amongst youth in European countries.
Immigration, high inflation causing higher living costs, unemployment, the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, youth feeling socially marginalised, increase in mental health issues and fake news
has caused an increase in anti-democratic attitudes amongst youth in Europe. This includes
seeing an increase in far-right sentiment’ amongst youth.

Research shows that there is an increase in the number of youths who are not satisfied with the
democratic processes we have today as they feel that there are not enough government bodies
dedicated specifically to youth. Especially youth in rural areas.?

Professional open youth work will prevent an increase in the trend by:

o Including youth in open spaces where they can create meaningful relations with educated
youth workers who can prevent youth from feeling marginalised

e Giving youth a safe space where they can experiment with their own ideas in a non-
judgmental environment or receive need-based support in case of problems or difficulties

e Including youth from all backgrounds

e Giving young people a second chance by creating an environment that allows failure and
uses it for educational processes without judging the person

e Usingformal and informal learning to teach youth about democracy and participation to
build positive attitude towards democracy

e Collaborating with descision makers in democratic systems to find best practices to
incorporate youth into the systems

e Taking an active role in advocating and promoting the needs and interests of young people

e Building democratic relations across Europe to improve the quality of professional open
youth work

With this declaration, POYWE takes a stand against the anti-democratic trend happening
amongst youth in Europe by continuing to uphold and improve the field of professional open
youth work in Europe.

POYWE invites other actors in Europe to sign this declaration and support this work to
strengthen European collaboration.?®

1 https://cepa.org/article/the-alarming-embrace-of-anti-democratic-ideas-by-young-europeans/
2 https://feps-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/How-Young-People-Facing-Disadvantage-View-Democracy-in-Europe.pdf
3 This declaration was inspired by the Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Offene Kinder- und Jugendarbeit e. V. Erfurt Declaration:

https://www.offene-jugendarbeit.net/index.php/projekte/erfurter-erklaerung
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